364        MINISTERS' IGNORANCE OF PREPARATION    [MT. 38
to hope for assistance from insurgents, &c. Upon the return of the troops from Holland, that attention had not been paid to their discipline which was necessary. Their quarters had been frequently moved during the winter, and the officers had been permitted to be absent as in time of peace. When they began to collect them for service, the corps were found deficient in every equipment necessary for the field. So little attention had been paid to the recruiting, that the numbers of regiments allotted for the expedition were insufficient. Instead of 15,000, they amounted to 10,000 effectives only,
It was the middle of March before the first Division, consisting of 5000 men, were embarked under Major-General Pigot. About this time a change took place in the object of the expedition, for what reason I know not. It was said that some of the members of the Cabinet had all along been averse to it. None of them had at first been aware of the preparation requisite for an army of this magnitude; to convey it to the Mediterranean and enable it then to act. General Stuart, with the 5000 already embarked, were alone to go to the Mediterranean. "Upon a report that the Spaniards were marching to the frontier of Portugal, Sir Ealph Abercromby was sent for to command there, and I was named as one of the Major-Generals to serve with him. This information with respect to the Spaniards was afterwards found erroneous. Sir Charles Stuart about this time quarrelled with Ministers and resigned his command. Sir Ealph was then appointed to command in the Mediterranean and Portugal. Major-General Hutchinson and I were named as his Major-Generals, together with Major-General Pigot, who had sailed at the end of April with the 5000 men. We embarked at Portsmouth on the I3th of May on board the Sea Horse frigate, Captain Foote, and sailed that evening. Contrary winds and bad weather forced us on the i8th into Portland Eoads, where we were detained until the 23rd, when we sailed again and arrived at Gibraltar on the 6th June. Here the 28th Eegiment and 100 Artillery were embarked.